
1 Symposium program & supporting documents | Healthy Ecosystems for People and Planet 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Symposium program & 
supporting documents 

  

 

Rethinking Pandemic Prevention: 

Healthy Ecosystems for People 
and Planet 
 

 

 UNGA VIRTUAL SIDE EVENT  
 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2021, 9.00-10.30am ET 



2 Symposium program & supporting documents | Healthy Ecosystems for People and Planet 

 

1. Symposium Concept 

UNGA VIRTUAL SIDE EVENT – SEPTEMBER 27, 2021, 9.00-10.30am ET 

Rethinking Pandemic Prevention: 

Healthy Ecosystems for People and Planet 

 

 

Our life on this planet depends on a healthy biosphere. Human and ecological health 

cannot be separated. As we degrade and destroy the ecosystems we inhabit, we 

undermine not only the planet that is our home - we also harm our collective health.   

As we have seen, the social and economic impact of a global pandemic is immeasurable, 

including on the lives of the poor and vulnerable. The vast majority of past pandemics 

originated from spillover of a virus from an animal to a person, including SARS, HIV, 

influenzas and almost certainly COVID-19.  Human impact on ecosystems, be it through 

deforestation, unsustainable land use, agricultural practices or wildlife trade, increases the 

risk of such zoonotic spillover. This is preventable. Containing disease outbreaks after they 

happen and investing in vaccines, drugs, tests, and human surveillance is essential. But we 

also need to do everything we can to prevent zoonotic spillover from happening in the first 

place. 

A comprehensive view on pandemic prevention must recognize the need for a holistic 

approach, encompassing and building on the One Health and Planetary Health 

perspectives. The things we need to do to address the nature and climate crises – 

reversing biodiversity loss, preserving and restoring carbon sinks and addressing 

unsustainable agriculture and trade practices – are the same things that will prevent a new 

pandemic, with the loss of life and livelihoods that follow in its footsteps. Taking action on 

prevention at the source is an investment far more profitable than handling increasingly 

frequent global pandemics – and the co-benefits for the biosphere are immense. Global 

leaders, health and environment actors must join forces, for people and planet, and make 

the investments needed. This calls for joining forces.  

H. E. Per Olsson Fridh, Minister for Development Cooperation of Sweden, and the 

Coalition to Prevent Pandemics at the Source will co-host a virtual side event to the 2021 

UN General Assembly on September 27 at 9 am-10:30 am EDT. The event will bring 

together global health and environment communities to explore joint opportunities. 

 

https://www.preventingfuturepandemics.org/
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The timing could not be more critical with the climate COP 26 and biodiversity COP 15 

mere weeks away, the negotiations on the 8th replenishment of the GEF, the upcoming 

Special Session of the World Health Assembly and ongoing discussions on how to 

strengthen the international health system, as well as the UN conference Stockholm +50 

coming up in June, linking our most pressing environmental and development agendas 

together.  

The event will include a brief presentation of the recently released report by the Harvard 

University-led International Scientific Taskforce on preventing pandemics. The 

presentation will be followed by a panel with diverse voices from global health, 

environment, and development. Panelists will offer their perspectives on the opportunities 

highlighted in the Scientific Taskforce’s findings including policies and on-the-ground, 

practical solutions that can be adopted and scaled worldwide to reduce the risk of another 

pandemic. They will also explore the implications for existing institutions and resourcing 

needs. 

 

2. Summary program 

 
Welcome from co-hosts:  Sonila Cook and Dr. Nigel Sizer, Co-Founders, Preventing 

Pandemics at the Source 

Opening remarks from co-host:  H.E. Per Olsson Fridh, Minister for International Development 

Cooperation, Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Video Preventing pandemics at the source, produced by the Cornell 

Lab of Ornithology 

Summary of taskforce report Dr. Aaron Bernstein, Interim Director, Center for Climate, 

Health, and the Global Environment at Harvard T.H. Chan 

School of Public Health and leader of the Scientific Taskforce 

for Preventing Pandemics at the Source 

Inspirational message Dr. Jane Goodall  

Panel discussion 

• Moderator: Dr. Anders Nordström, Ambassador for Global Health, Swedish Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs 

 

Panelists (in order of speaking) 

• Rt. Hon. Helen Clark, former Prime Minister of New Zealand, co-chair Independent Panel 
for Pandemic Preparedness and Response.  

• Dr. Yewande Alimi, Antimicrobial Resistance Program and One Health Program 
Coordinator at Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2343/2021/08/PreventingPandemicsAug2021.pdf
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• Mr. Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, CEO and Chairperson, Global Environment Facility. 

• H.E. Dante Saksono Harbuwono, MD, PhD, Vice Minister of Health of the Republic of 
Indonesia 

• Dr. Cristián Samper, President & CEO, Wildlife Conservation Society.  

Brief comments / questions from audience:  

• David Boyd, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Environment 

• Tom Woodroffe, ECOSOC Ambassador of the United Kingdom 

• Theresa Mundita Lim, Director ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity 

• Nonette Royo, Executive Director of the Tenure Facility 

• Masud Bin Momen, Senior Secretary to the Foreign Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Bangladesh  

Followed by Q&A, if time permits 

Wrap-up: H.E. Per Olsson Fridh 

 

3. Summary of the findings of the Harvard led report Summary 

agenda and proceedings 

Link to the full report [ LINK ]  Summary of key findings of the report [ LINK ] 

Key Takeaways of the Harvard Scientific Taskforce to Prevent Pandemics at the Source 

• Investments in outbreak control, such as diagnostic tests, drugs and vaccines, are 
critical but inadequate to address pandemic risk.  

• Spillover of possible pandemic pathogens occurs from livestock operations; wildlife 
hunting and trade; land use change—and the destruction of tropical forests in 
particular; expansion of agricultural lands, especially near human settlements; and 
rapid, unplanned urbanization. Climate change is also shrinking habitats and pushing 
animals on land and sea to move to new places, creating opportunities for 
pathogens to enter new hosts. 

• Investments in sustainable agriculture and in the prevention of crop and food waste 
are critical to reduce biodiversity losses, conserve water resources, and prevent 
further land use change while promoting food security and economic welfare. 

• Healthcare system strengthening and One Health are essential to jointly advance 
conservation, animal and human health, and spillover prevention. 

https://cdn1.sph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2343/2021/08/PreventingPandemicsAug2021.pdf
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/c-change/news/PreventingPandemicsResearch/
https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/index.html
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• Previous research by Dr. Bernstein and colleagues found that the costs of 
preventing the next pandemic—by reducing deforestation and regulating the wildlife 
trade—are as little as $22 billion a year, 2% of the economic and mortality costs of 
responding to COVID-19. 

Additional recommendations for investments and research include: 

Investment priorities 

• Conserve tropical forests, especially in relatively intact forests as well as those that 
have been fragmented. 

• Improve biosecurity for livestock and farmed wild animals, especially when animal 
husbandry occurs near large or rapidly expanding human populations. 

• Establish an intergovernmental partnership to address spillover risk from wild 
animals to livestock and people from aligned organizations such as FAO, WHO, OIE, 
UNEP, and Wildlife Enforcement Networks. 

• In low- and middle-income countries, leverage investments to strengthen healthcare 
systems and One Health platforms to jointly advance conservation, animal and 
human health, and spillover prevention. 

Research priorities 

• Establish which interventions, including those focused on forest conservation, 
wildlife hunting and trade, and biosecurity around farms, are most effective at 
spillover prevention. 

• Assess the economic, ecological, long-term viability and social welfare impacts of 
interventions aimed at reducing spillover. Include cost-benefit analysis that 
considers the full scope of benefits that can come from spillover prevention in 
economic analyses. 

• Refine our understanding of where pandemics are likely to emerge, including 
assessments of pandemic drivers like governance, travel, and population density.  

• Continue viral discovery in wildlife to ascertain the breadth of potential pathogens 
and improve genotype-phenotype associations that can enable spillover risk and 
virulence assessments. 

  

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/c-change/news/preventingfuturepandemics/
https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/index.html
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4. Speaker biographies 

Co-Host 
H.E. Per Olsson Fridh was appointed Minister for International Development 
Cooperation in February 2021. Prior to that, he served as State Secretary for 
International Development Cooperation and between 2014-2018 served as State 
Secretary for Culture and Democracy. H.E. Olsson Fridh previously held the 
positions of Chair of the Swedish Green Party in Stockholm as well as Secretary-
General for the Swedish Centre for International Youth Exchange and Sweden’s 
National Council of Youth Organisations. 
 
Detailed biography 

 
 
Keynote message 
Dr. Jane Goodall is a world-renowned environmentalist, conservationist, 
humanitarian and advocate for the ethical treatment of animals. Her path-
breaking African field studies of chimpanzee social behaviour forever transformed 
our understanding of chimpanzees and redefined the relationship between 
humans and animals in ways that continue to resonate around the world. She is 
the founder of the Jane Goodall Institute and the Roots & Shoots programme, and 
has served on the board of the Nonhuman Rights Project since its founding in 
1996. In 2002, she was named a UN Messenger of Peace and is an honorary 
member of the World Future Council.  She is also this year’s recipient of the 
Templeton Prize.  

 
Detailed biography 

 
 

Leader of the Scientific Taskforce for Preventing Pandemics at the Source 
Dr. Aaron Bernstein is the Director of The Center for Climate, Health, and the 
Global Environment at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health (Harvard 
Chan C-CHANGE), a pediatrician at Boston Children’s Hospital, and an Assistant 
Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School. Ari focuses on the health 
impacts of the climate crisis on children’s health and advancing solutions to 
address its causes to improve the health of children around the world. He leads 
Climate MD, a program to encourage physicians to transform climate change from 
an issue dominated by politics and concerns about the future or faraway places, to 
one that matters to every person’s health here and now. Ari holds a BS in Human 
Biology from Stanford University, an MD from the University of Chicago, and an 
MPH from Harvard University. 
 
Detailed biography 
 
 

  

https://www.government.se/49f8f8/contentassets/574d27fc68db4b4abb839814d47ebba4/cv-per-olsson-fridh.pdf
https://janegoodall.org/our-story/about-jane/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/c-change/team/aaron-bernstein/
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Panel Moderator 
Dr. Anders Nordström is the Ambassador for Global Health with the Swedish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. He previously served as Head of the Secretariat of the 
Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response. Trained as a 
physician at the Karolinska Institute, Nordström worked at the WHO for many 
years, including briefly serving as Acting General Director in 2006 among several 
other positions. Further, he was the Director General of the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) and worked internationally with the Red 
Cross for many years, including in Cambodia and Iran. 

 
Detailed biography 

 
Panelist 
Rt. Hon. Helen Clark is the former Co-Chair of the Independent Panel for Pandemic 
Preparedness and Response and former Prime Minister of New Zealand, serving 
three terms. Clark also served as the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme between 2009 and 2017.  Prior to becoming Prime 
Minister, Clark held several positions in government, including Minister of Health 
of New Zealand,. She is actively engaged in a number of international processes 
and commissions and is the Chair of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and 
Child Health (PMNCH). 

 
Detailed biography 

Panelist 
Dr. Yewande Alimi is the Antimicrobial Resistance Program and One Health 
Program Coordinator at Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the 
Africa Union. Alimi is also the Technical Advisor for Global Emerging Pathogens 
Treatment Consortium of One Health. Alimi trained as a Veterinary Surgeon and, 
prior to her current positions, had experience working as a research analyst both 
at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Health Technology Assessment in Austria and 
at the CompanDX in the UK. 
 
Detailed biography 

 
Panelist 
Carlos Manuel Rodriquez is the CEO and Chairperson of the Global Environment 
Facility and an expert on environmental policy. Prior to this, during his three terms 
serving as the Costa Rican Minister of Environment and Energy, Rodriquez played 
an important role in the country’s achievements in doubling the size of its forests 
and switching over to a 100 percent renewable energy sector. Further, Rodriquez 
has 12 years’ experience working at Conservation International and has pioneered 
initiatives to develop Payment for Ecosystem Services and strategies for ocean 
conservation and de-carbonization. 
 
Detailed biography 

https://www.who.int/pmnch/about/governance/board/sida/en/
https://www.helenclarknz.com/about-helen-clark
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wandealimi/
https://www.thegef.org/about/ceo-and-chairperson
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Panelist   
H.E. Dante Saksono Harbuwono, MD, PhD is Vice Minister of Health, Republic of 
Indonesia. He completed his medical doctor at Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Indonesia in 1997. In 2004, he completed his medical specialty in Endocrinology at 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Indonesia, and in 2008 he earned Doctor of 
philosophy at University of Yamanashi, Japan. 
 
He is a well-known health expert as a diabetic molecular expert. He was appointed 
as the Chief of Metabolic Disorder, Cardiovascular and Aging Cluster at Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Indonesia in 2017 and appointed as the Chief of the 
Diabetic Cluster at National Hospital, Rumah Sakit Cipto Mangunkusumo in 2018, 
continuing to hold both roles today. In addition, Dr. Dante was appointed as a 
member of the Indonesia Presidential Medical Team in 2014 – a position which he 
has been serving until now. 
 
He was appointed as Research and Development Coordinator for the 
Endocrinology Association (PB PERKENI) in 2018-2021. And in 2018-2021 He was 
appointed as Chairperson of the Indonesia-Jakarta Raya Association of 
Endocrinology (Perkeni Jaya). 
 
Detailed biography 
 
 
Panelist 
Dr Cristián Samper has served as President & Chief Executive Officer of the 
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) since 2012. Prior to joining WCS, he served as 
Director of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History for a 
decade, having led a major renovation of the exhibitions, transformed the 
conservation and digitization of collections, and recruited the next generation of 
research scientists. Prior to joining the Smithsonian, he was the founding director 
of the Alexander von Humboldt Institute, the national biodiversity research 
institute for Colombia. He currently serves on the board of the Carnegie Institution 
for Science, the CIAT-Bioversity Alliance, the Joyce Foundation and the Summit 
Foundation, and served on the Harvard Board of Overseers. He is a member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations and a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. 
 
Detailed biography 

  

https://518e5d64-0420-46bf-af00-ae9ccb35a974.usrfiles.com/ugd/518e5d_15fb28e7a17146aaa3b4344c62be2456.pdf
https://www.wcs.org/about-us/bios-cristian-samper
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Co-Host 
Sonila Cook is CEO of Dalberg Catalyst, and a member of Dalberg’s Board of 
Trustees. In her role at Dalberg Catalyst, Cook is a practitioner of systems thinking.  
She works on issues that cut across silos and require coordinated leadership from 
multiple types of actors.  She spearheaded the creation of Preventing Pandemics 
at the Source, an initiative that brings together leading health and conservation 
actors to help address the root causes of pandemics.  Cook was previously a 
Partner at Dalberg Advisors and led the firm’s Environment practice.  She has 
advised leading foundations, multilaterals, governments, companies, and 
nonprofits on strategies to enhance their impact on some of the world’s most 
pressing global challenges.  Cook serves on the Board of the Rainforest Alliance. 
 
Detailed biography 

 

Co-Host 
Dr. Nigel Sizer serves as the executive director of the Preventing Pandemics at the 
Source initiative with Dalberg Catalyst. He previously served for two years as 
president of Rainforest Alliance. He was global director of the Forests Program at 
the World Resources Institute, where he launched path-breaking partnerships 
including the award-winning Global Forest Watch and the Global Restoration 
Initiative. He also served as vice president for Asia-Pacific with Rare, and lead 
advisor on climate change and energy issues in Asia to former US President Bill 
Clinton and the Clinton Global Initiative. Sizer has also worked with UNEP in 
Nairobi and established The Nature Conservancy’s Asia-Pacific Forest Program. He 
has received numerous awards including the Henry Arnold Conservation 
Fellowship from the Mulago Foundation and the United Nations Secretary 
General’s Big Data Challenge prize.  
 
Detailed biography 
 

https://www.preventingfuturepandemics.org/team-3?pgid=kppste3q-a42b2ae8-0715-438e-9bed-d273f7034612
https://www.preventingfuturepandemics.org/team-3?pgid=kppste3q-61988fb6-d899-4ec2-8903-b873c13c5361

